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The tertiary landscape is undergoing significant challenges and pressures. Academics aredacing e
increasing workload, increased student numbers, reduced resources, the demamdsabinodogies and fierce
competition for research funding. Coupled with this are “Mas€hline Open Courses” (MOOCSs) which are
guestioning coventional lecture based formats and present a potential paradigm shift in the pammbse
business of a umersity. The Australian Qualifications Framerk (AQF) and the Tertiary Education Quality
and Standards Agep€TEQSA) are creating a more regulated environment and a future where evidence will be
required to explicitly demonstrate achément of standards. Despite all the imaions, assessment kmrably
continues to dvie learning and the curriculum. The field of assessment is at the same time becoming more and
more complg with e-assessment, adatielearning and learning analytics coming to prominence. Inabe f
of all these changes, we academics musgeldp nev strategies to work in environments which are changing
faster than most of our institutions are able to adapt. Across the broader tertiary arena there is significant
expertise and manof the solutions and tools. The question isylwan the individual orwen a cepartment gin
access to the appropriate information and resources in such a vast ocean?

The Threshold Learning Outcomes (TLOSs) for Scienge gidear indication of the areas that need to be
covered by assessment. It is also evident from this recent work that there will be considesdhfeetween
disciplinary areas in science in theythat these outcomes are addressed. Qeetie¢ way of tackling these
issues is through collaboradi retworks that can establish basic principles and approaches that can then be
conttualised at the disciplinary Mel. Working collaboratiely across national andven international
boundaries has a number of potential advantages including spreading the wonkbadidg aepetition and
overlap and benefiting from collegg wisdom. Most importantlycollaborative retworks can provide the critical
mass and unified voice that are essentialverdge the resources and support that are fundamental tovimgro
our assessment practices and curriculum.
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