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There are rapid, sometimeswhlglering, changes occurring in in Higher Education; in thgulaory
ervironment, the amount and distribution of funding, societal (and student) attitudes, and in our increasing
“evidence based” approaches to teachiAghough much of this latter appearsveb | contend that the basic
psychology of he students learn has not changed substantially for centuries- Aristotle (384 BC — 3228C) w
familiar with learning styles; he is quoted as saying- “For the things wethdearn before we can do them, we
learn by doing therh. What has changed, starting mid 20th centusythe derelopment of more widespread
research on e our teaching interacts with students’ learning, fearaple evidenced by Bloomiaxonomy as
early as the mid 1950s (Blooet al., 1956). Thisrapid increase in pedagogical research has lead to an
increased pressure on academics to adopt the latest techniques and approaches in their teaching, dri
pressures for increasedieiency but also by the changing demographics axpleetations of our students. |
contend that “good” teachersugadways had this approach, the change is that eeeryone is expected to
adopt these approaches. Interacting with this are the rapid changes in technologyetheofidviearning,
MOOCS, and distance education means that teachers are no longer repositoriedenfgarcsince content is
now free and widely \ailable — and so their role is changing to one of guiding and mentoring, rather than
delivering content. This is a change for the betbat one that can be daunting. If we consider some of #ysw
that teaching has changed, we can foresee changes likely to occur in the coming years; some fordhmdetter
presenting perhaps unwelcome challenges to current practice and ideas.
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